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STOCKHOLM--DROTTNTNGHOLM--U
PSALA. Nothing will surprise the traveller
by the Gotha Canal to the capital of
Sweden more than the vastness of the
cuttings through solid rock, which
frequently meet his eye. The difficulties to
overcome must have been enormous before
the present excellence of this route could
have been obtained. There must have been
Swedish monarchs at work here, with as
strong wills as that of the  Eastern Canute,
Mehemet Ali, utterly repudiating the word
impossible. In the foundation and eventual
extension of the Gotha Canal, Counts
Pollen and Platten I believe, are the two
distinguished names. The mandate of the
above Pasha in Egypt was, indeed, no idle
word; and if it acted  like an incantation to
the old Egyptian spirit of great works  in
the land of the Nile, it seems to have had a
similar effect in Canutes own land of the
North. The difference of level between the
canal at Trolhattan and where it joins the
river below the Falls, is 112 feet. Beyond
Trolhattan the river seems to expand into a
lake, and numerous islands begin to denote
a change of scenery. Late in the evening we
were lying at the village of Wennersburg,
on the magnificent Wennersee, or Wennern
Lake, said to be the largest in Europe next
to that of Ladoga, in Russia. Leaving
Wennersburg in the middle of the night, we
passed Bromo Island early in the morning.
Rising at our Indian hour, before five,--the
Swedish damsels of the  Stockholm
preparing coffee with all possible speed,--I
could find nothing particular to remark
about this island. There is the lighthouse,
and the wooden houses with red tiles, and
the windmills retiring in the dark forest
scenery, and the want of man, woman, or
beast in the landscape--all so peculiar to
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Sweden. We kept passing numerous little
gems of island...
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