The White Company - The Original Classic Edition

Chivalry may be on life support, but its still
breathing in the words of Arthur Conan
Doyles The White Company. Although he
is well known for his Sherlock Holmes
stories, Doyle was most proud of creating
the noble knight, Sir Nigel Loring of the
White Company. This book is set in the
tumultuous days of the 14th century, when
the political struggles among England,
France and Spain, and the Crusades in the
Holy Land, created instablity for peasant
and noble alike. There are many heroes in
the tale of knights and battles, but young
Alleyne Edricson is the main protagonist.
Sheltered in an abbey, where the orphaned
lad was educated per his noble fathers
wishes, Alleyne is unwillingly shoved into
the world for a period of a year, where he
must decide whether he wishes to make his
way there or return to a monastic life. It
doesnt take long for Alleyne to meet with
adventure. He is shocked to find the world
is a rough and tumble place. But his
straightforward and naive approach to life
helps him out of some scrapes and endears
him to some colorful characters who
become his bosom companions. Together,
they join the service of Sir Nigel, who is an
unlikely hero with his bald head, bad
eyesight and scrawny stature. That is, until
he is able to prove himself in some small
feat of arms, which is his favorite pastime.
He is always victorious in these exhibitions
of his knightly prowess, and he always has
a kind word for the vanquished, his noble
opponent. His motivation is always to
defend the honor of his lovely wife, for
whom he cherishes the greatest tenderness,
although others wonder if this is due to his
poor vision rather than any attractiveness
on his ladys part. There are many satisfying
battles and cliffhangers in this book. Sir
Nigel plunges headlong into any
opportunity for a fight. Alleyne becomes
his squire and follows him to France, to
fight for their Prince, Edward III, who
wants to restore the vanquished king of
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